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You are ready to purchase your first vacation home or investment 
property in Mexico.  You have discovered that many areas of Mexico 
offer an unparalleled lifestyle quality at prices well below what it would 
cost to enjoy a similar standard in the U.S. or Canada and you’ve 
decided to take the plunge. Congratulations!

However, any real estate purchase comes with some uncertainty. This 
Property Guide serves as an outline of the real estate buying process in 
Mexico. Use it as a road map to a successful, smooth and secure buying 
experience. By following these steps, you will avoid common and costly 
pitfalls that could prevent you from attaining your dream.

It doesn’t matter whether you are a savvy investor or a first-time 
vacationer, if you’re looking to invest in real estate, you need to 
understand the local market trends as well as the ins and outs of 
buying real estate in your country of choice. When buying property in 
a foreign country - especially one whose official language is different 
from your own - a real estate broker with agents who are experts 
in the local market as well as staff who are fluent speakers of both, 
your mother tongue and the local vernacular is essential to a smooth 
transaction.

Aaron Fisher
Co-Broker/Partner

aaron@mexhome.com
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          BUYING
REAL ESTATE
IN MEXICO

Basic overview  

Foreigners who wish to buy real estate in 
Mexico must go through the general steps 
defined in the following sections.  Non-
Mexican nationals buying real estate in coastal 
Mexico need to go through some additional 
steps.  

The Mexican constitution states that no foreigner 
can directly own titled land within 50km of the 
coast or within 100km of the border. If you 
are not a Mexican national and you wish to buy 
property in the restricted areas, you will need to 
have a bank trust.

A Bank Trust, or fideicomiso, is a legal 
document that allows foreign investors to 
purchase property in the restricted zone. With 
a Bank Trust, foreign buyers and investors 
can exercise complete legal control over their 
investments while complying with Mexico´s 
investment laws.

Bank trusts are normally for specific period and 
cannot exceed 50 years. However, they can be 
renewed and can be transferred to other parties.

NEED GUIDANCE? WE CAN HELP.

Every buyer has different needs in terms of 
financial, property and personal taste. At 
MexHome we can help you with the following:

•	 A first-time purchase of Mexican real estate 
for absentee owners or foreign nationals.

•	 Successfully negotiating a purchase that 
is dependent on the sale of another home, 
whether in Mexico or abroad.

•	 Finding and purchasing an income property 
with the intention to rent.

•	 Finding and purchasing a property with the 
intention of using it yourself.

Call and reserve a complimentary session with 
one of our associates. You will receive personalized 
and thoughtful advice to help you through your 
property search and the entire buying process.

MEXHOME Real Estate is the premier choice for real estate in Mexico. We provide the highest level 
of education, market knowledge and professionalism. Our international team knows the Mexican 
market well and our extensive network of service providers will provide you with unparalleled local 
and foreign knowledge. We make it our business to track buying trends in Mexico and are equipped 
to provide proficient and accurate appraisals as well as real-time analyses of market activity. Plus, if 
you subscribe to our mailing list, you will get access to our exclusive listings and featured properties 
that won’t appear on our website or anywhere else.

We are associated to the AMPI (Asociación Mexicana de Profesionales Inmobiliarios) and to the MLS 
Vallarta (Multiple Listings Service Vallarta).

Our team 
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Establish
financing

Step 1

You’ll want to negotiate 
your upcoming purchase 
with confidence and be 
prepared to jump on a 
good deal should one 
arise.  

So, the first thing to do when planning to purchase any property is 
to study your financial situation, create a budget and, if necessary, 
acquire financing. 

Financing in Mexico is available through various lenders - talk to 
one of our associates to learn what options are available.

Alternatively, you could seek financing outside of Mexico. In this 
scenario, we advise that you speak with a loan expert at your local 
bank and establish pre-approval, if possible.
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Bring your 
Dream to Life; 
Needs, Wants 
and Budget

Step 2

Before you move 
forward with buying 
property in Mexico, it’s 
important to analyze 
your situation
and answer all the
basic questions

Before you move forward with buying property in Mexico, it’s important to analyze your situation and 
answer all the basic questions like:

Which location do I prefer? What style of home do I want? What amenities are 
essential and what are my lifestyle needs and wants? What’s my budget?

By filling out the above form you will begin your journey into an effortless experience of property 
ownership in Mexico. Once it is complete, you can review this form with a MexHome associate and 
they can answer any questions or concerns you may have. 

Budget:

Number of bedrooms: Min / Max

Number of bathrooms: Min / Max

Private (Gated) community: Yes / No

Oceanfront / Ocean views / Jungle views / Not important

What is your timeframe to finding a property? 

Will it be necessary to sell your current home or other assets before purchasing? 

Do you need financing in order to purchase? Yes / No 

Any other item you need

Any other item you want

Pool: Yes / No

Budget goal:

Define the property style that best fits your needs: Lot / Condo / Townhome /
Villa / Estate / Home / Fractional

How do you plan to use your property? Primary residence / Vacation home /
Vacation and Property / Rental property / Investment property:

Highest budget:

BUYER´S NEEDS ANALYSIS

9MEXHOME |Buyer’s guide



Deciding on 
a Real Estate 
Associate

Step 3

Your real estate 
agent is responsible 
for representing 
your interests when 
purchasing your new 
property in Mexico.  

Your real estate agent is responsible for representing your interests when purchasing your new property 
in Mexico. Having an agent with extensive experience in the Mexican real estate market in general - as 
well as the intricacies of the local market - is essential for the buying process to move smoothly.

If you are considering a property purchase in Mexico, a MexHome Associate is the ideal choice. Here’s 
why:

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE

Our team has widespread real estate experience 
in Mexico. Our local market knowledge will 
help you attain the new lifestyle you want by 
making sure you get the most value possible 
at a competitive price. Our insight into local 
property developments removes the guesswork 
and guarantees an excellent return on investment. 
Not only is our international team expertly 
versed in Mexican real estate, but our core focus 
is making the buying process in Mexico an easy 
transition for foreign buyers.
 

PERKS OF WORKING WITH MEXHOME

Gain access to MexHome’s extensive database 
of properties. Not all our properties are listed 
publicly. Some of our listings are marketed 
privately within our international network - only 
ever reaching subscribers to our mailing list before 
being sold. Subscribing to our mailing list gives 
you access to important real estate statistics 
and market trends as well as properties listed 
exclusively on Mexhome’s Private Portfolio. 
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AN EDUCATED BUYER
IS A SAVVY BUYER

Our extended list of service providers is there to 
help you along your journey. Whether you need 
information on tax codes, legal requirements, 
financing, title insurance, medical or escrow ac-
counts, MexHome has training material to cover 
all aspects as well as direct access to one-on-one 
complimentary consulting sessions by interna-
tionally-recognized experts.

INTERNATIONAL IS
OUR SPECIALTY

MexHome’s achievements can be largely 
attributed to our expertise in servicing foreign 
buyers in Mexico’s unique real estate environ-
ment. We orchestrate purchases for more than a 
dozen property categories: condos, townhomes, 
villas, single and multi-family homes, develop-
ment land, commercial property and even the 
only Island on the Riviera Nayarit coast. Each 
one of these categories requires specialized 
knowledge.

MEXHOME MEANS PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICE WITH DISCRETION
 
Our commitment to you: To provide profession-
al, discreet and prompt service. We will provide 
a quick delivery of listings that meet your re-
quirements and will organize property tours and 
showings to fit your schedule. Our deep local 
market knowledge will ensure that the purchase 
of your new property is prompt, professional and 
well-priced. 

Time to Search

MexHome will answer 
any questions about the 
pros and cons regarding 
any properties that 
might interest you. 

Step 4
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CUSTOM MLS
PROPERTY OPTIONS

Sign up for this service and as soon as a property 
which fits your buying criteria is listed on the 
MLS you will get an email alert in your inbox.

INTERNAL INSIGHTS
In some cases, MexHome properties are sold be-
fore ever being posted on the MLS. Gain access 
to our Private Portfolio by subscribing to our 
mailing list. You will gain access to our collection 
of privately listed properties - an ideal insight for 
investors and developers as well as for discerning, 
lifestyle-minded buyers.

YOU WILL BE PROVIDED WITH THE 
FOLLOWING ITEMS

Once you meet with a MexHome associate 
and give them an idea of your budget, 
property type and lifestyle goals,

VALUE OF A PROPERTY
It’s not always easy to understand the value of 
a property and whether you are getting a good 
deal, especially in a market with which you are 
not familiar. At MexHome, you can expect 
extensive knowledge about the local market as 
well as key factors that affect a property’s value 
including: quality of the construction, proximity 
to services and amenities, views, unique features 
and buying trends outlined in market comps.
MexHome will answer any questions about the 
pros and cons regarding any properties that 
might interest you. We provide statistical data 
about recent sales in the area as well as current 
buying trends of both local and foreign buyers. 
Our insights will ensure you are in strong posi-
tion to make a competitive offer and negotiate 
effectively.
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Make an Offer

Step 5

Before you write an 
offer, it is essential that 
you consult with your 
agent and make sure 
you understand the local 
market. 

Understanding the closing process timeline and any 
associated costs will ensure your negotiation goes without a 
hiccup. When making an offer, you can expect the following 
considerations to be addressed.

Sitting down with a real estate associate to define your 
offer and its terms is essential to negotiating a successful 
purchase.
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In Mexico, a real estate “offer to purchase” is a 
legally binding document that commits you to 
the outlined obligations should the seller sign and 
accept it. Before making an offer, you need to be 
certain that you can act on your outlined price 
and terms. The following items are generally part of the offer 

and include: Your legal name, the legal name of 
the seller, official address and legal description 
of the property, price you are willing to pay and 
your terms, inclusions / exclusions (furniture, 
appliances, art, vehicle(s), lighting, electronics), 
the amount you’ll put down as a deposit (usually 
10%), the name of the notary you wish to use in 
the transaction, the closing date, the date you will 
take possession, expiration date of the offer and 
any other conditions (such as subject to a home 
inspection, etc.)

Before you write an offer, it is essential that 
you consult with your agent and make sure you 
understand the local market. Recent sales comps 
will help you forge an offer that is both realistic 
and on cue with your buying goals while ensuring 

CONTRACTUAL
COMMITMENTS

THE SPECIFICS OF 
AN OFFER

LOCAL KNOWLEDGE, 
LOCAL PRICE

your target price is not exceeded. Your agent 
may have valuable information about the seller’s 
motivation to sell - essential information when 
hedging your offer.

Home inspections are advisable in nearly all 
purchases. They provide peace of mind and help 
you better understand any potential underlying 
issues with the property. Should an inspection 
uncover issues with a property, you will have the 
option of leveraging them as bargaining tools or 
back out of the purchase offer and avoid post-
purchase remorse.

SHOULD I BOTHER 
WITH A HOME 
INSPECTION?
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Time to
Negotiate

Step 6

Having a clear definition 
of your budget from the 
beginning will ensure 
you never overextend 
yourself during the heat 
of the moment.

ONCE YOU HAVE 
MADE AN INITIAL 
OFFER, YOU SHOULD 
EXPECT TO NEGOTIATE 
WITH THE SELLER. 

Many key factors aside from price need to be 
agreed upon such as timelines for deposits, closing 
and final payment. Having a clear definition of 
your budget from the beginning will ensure you 
never overextend yourself during the heat of the 
moment. You can expect one of three responses 
after submitting an offer:

If the offer is rejected, you may either termi-
nate negotiations and consider another proper-
ty or submit a new offer with an adjusted price 
and terms you think would be acceptable to 
the seller. 

One or more clauses in your offer could be 
changed and presented in the counter offer. 
You, as the buyer, have the option to accept 
the seller’s counter and move forward with 
the deal or make another counter offer and 
re-submit it to the seller.

Once signed by the seller the offer becomes a 
legally binding agreement.

1. OFFER IS
ACCEPTED 

3. OFFER IS
REJECTED

2. OFFER IS 
COUNTERED 
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Once the offer is accepted, you can move forward with the next step in the buying process. By this 
point, you should have a timeline in which to complete your outlined conditions such as getting a prop-
erty inspection or securing any necessary financing. The offer only becomes legally binding once all 
your conditions have been fulfilled.

OFFER IS ACCEPTED

Should I have an «Escrow» account?

For peace of mind, we highly recommend using 
an «Escrow» service. 
An escrow account is a financial option 
where the funds for a sale are held by a third, 
impartial party, the escrow service. Once the 
escrow service receives notification that all 
obligations by the parties involved have been 
completed, the funds are released by following 
the clearly defined instructions outlines in the 
Letter of Disbursement.

What is a Notario and what do they do?

In Mexico, all real estate purchases must 
be registered with a Notario Publico - an 
experienced lawyer who has been appointed 
by the government after meeting its stringent 
qualifications. 
The notario will authenticate any legal 
documents, ensure the deed title is clear, 
perform the transfer of title from seller to 
buyer, create a bank trust if needed, calculate 
the capital gains tax for the seller or, in rare 

cases, the buyer, and ensure that all property 
transactions are properly recorded at the 
Public Registry. If a real estate transaction 
is not recorded in the Public Registry by a 
Notario, it is not considered valid.

Can I get a Power of Attorney to sign on 
my behalf?

There are many situations where you may 
require a Power of Attorney; a legal document 
granting a legal representative the authority to 
act for another person or business. A POA can 
provide limited authority to a third party to 
sign on your behalf in a real estate transaction. 
By having a POA in Mexico, you save time and 
avoid travel expenses. Ask your agent for help 
with this process.
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Closing

Step 7

This is the final step in 
your buying experience 
and concludes the 
processes necessary 
for an effortless buying 
experience in Mexico. 

Once the Notario has prepared all the closing documents, a date will be established for the closing. In 
most cases, the closing date is when any outstanding balance is paid in full and you take legal possession 
of the property. This is the final step in your buying experience and concludes the processes necessary 
for an effortless buying experience in Mexico. 

BEFORE YOU GO…
We hope this short Buyer’s Guide has helped you get a general understanding of the real estate buying 
process in Mexico.  While it may seem daunting at first, buying real estate in Mexico is quite simple 
when done properly.  An experienced real estate agent can help guide you through the process – ensur-
ing that you get the best possible value for your dollar. Call us today and put us to work for you.

The MexHome Team
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Your Mexico Property Search Starts Here

FIND US #25 Ave Revolución, Col Centro, Sayulita, Nayarit 63734, México

MEXHOME IS AMAZING!!!

MexHome is amazing!!! We were impressed from our first meeting with Mark. He was well 
informed about comparable properties in our town. He brought in a photographer to show our 
home to its best advantage. Johanne guided us through collating our documents to formalize 
the listing. Mark presented us with all of the offers we received. He answered all of our many 
questions. Aaron and Javier helped us prepare for and accompanied us to the closing. We closed 
the deal, and saw the funds in our Canadian bank account 35 days after the accepted offer! We 
could not be happier. We are already recommending MexHome to friends who are thinking of 
selling their home in San Pancho. (And would recommend MexHome to anyone in the Puerto 
Vallarta area!)

- Verne and Amanda, British Columbia, Canada

BEST DECISION IN MY LIFE!

Buying a home in Mexico can seem very challenging, overwhelming and at times even an im-
possible venture. Mark and the MexHome team guided us through the entire process step by 
step answering every one of our questions honestly and accurately, even if we asked the same 
question more than once. Mark and his team patiently spent time searching ,researching and 
ultimately providing us with a number excellent homes to choose from that he almost intuitive-
ly knew would meet our style, needs and budget.
Best decision in my life was to move to Mexico. Second best decision?
Using the team at MexHome.

- Brent and Tara

TESTIMONIALS
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USA:  +1 866 271 6887 | MEX:  +52 1 322 181 8820
info@mexhome.com

#25 Ave Revolución, Col Centro, Sayulita, Nayarit 63734, México
www.mexhome.com

REAL ESTATE GROUP


